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1. Extension to group functionality – Why? How?

• Standard: Groups are managed by the teacher
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1. Extension to group functionality – Why? How?

• Request: self-enrolment by the students (analogous to course 
enrolment)

• Application: Projects, labs, ...

– several topics / projects / groups for choice
– different group sizes
– student chooses a topic / project / group with vacancies
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1. Extension to group functionality – Why? How?

• Extension: Student's view
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1. Extension to group functionality – Why? How?

• Extension: Teacher's view – group settings
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1. Extension to group functionality – Why? How?

• Extension: Teacher's view – course settings
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2. Modifications in Moodle database and code

• Database:

– Table: mdl_groups 
New field: fho_maxallowedgroupmembers: int(11), not null, unsigned, 
default=2

– Table: mdl_course
New field: fho_groupsmany: smallint(4), not null, unsigned, default=0

– New table: mdl_fho_tmp with fields:
id: int(11), not null, auto_increment
userid: int(11), not nullcourseid: int(11), not null
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2. Modifications in Moodle database and code

• Code (Moodle 1.9):

– New file: user/groups.php – Logic for self-enrolment in groups 

– New file: user/groups-summary.html – Show groups

– Modified file: blocks/participants/block_participants.php – “Show 
groups” link added

– Modified file: group/group_form.php – drop-down menu for maximum 
number of group members added in group form
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2. Modifications in Moodle database and code 

• Code (Moodle 1.9):

– Modified file: group/index.php – group name display extended by 
(#members / #maxmembers)

– Modified file: course/edit_form.php – drop-down menu for enrolment in 
one or many groups added in the course settings form

– Language files: new strings in <moodledata>/<lang_local>/moodle.php – 
maxallowedgroupmembers, groupsmovemetogroup, 
groupsremovemefromgroup, groupsview, groupsnotenrollable and
new help files <moodledata>/<lang_local>/help/groupsmany.html, 
<moodledata>/<lang_local>/help/maxallowedgroupmembers.html
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3. What is with Moodle Upgrades? 

• Code: 

– Check modifications

• Database:

– Save modified tables with data
– Delete modified fields (i.e. restore Moodle standard tables)
– Moodle Upgrade
– Carry over table structure after upgrade (Moodle standard tables) to 

modified tables before upgrade
– Upload the resulting tables into the database (with data)
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4. Alternative: „Choice“ activity 

• Choice: Teacher's view
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4. Alternative: „Choice“ activity 

• Choice: Student's view
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4. Alternative: „Choice“ activity 

• Advantages: 

– No code modifications
– No problems with Moodle upgrades

• Disadvantages:

– No multiple group selection
– Not related to group functionality, i.e. the teacher has to 

manually setup the groups according to the choice results

Workaround: little modification of mod/choice/report.php 
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5. Download

• https://elearning.fh-offenburg.de/moodle

https://elearning.fh-offenburg.de/moodle

