LESSON 5 - PASSIVE VOICE 
Where are we going? 
This lesson focuses on the passive voice . First, we will study the structural transformation from active to passive voice, and then we will analyze ways the passive voice can be used effectively. 

Why is it important?

Why is it important to learn about the passive voice? 
Although many traditional grammar texts discourage the use of the passive voice, when used appropriately, it can become a tool that produces interesting rhetorical effects. Also, knowing how to use the passive voice effectively can make you a better reader and editor. This knowledge can help you understand the subtleties of a writer's prose and also recognize when the passive makes writing unnecessarily wordy or impersonal. 

Exercise 1: What is the passive voice?

See Lesson 5 – Exercise 1.

When do we use the passive voice?

When do we use the passive voice? 
Grammar checks tell you it's bad, but is that true? Yes and no.  In Revising the Rules: Traditional Grammar and Modern Linguistics, Brock Haussamen points out that before the twentieth century, grammarians did not discourage the passive voice at all. For example, in 1874 Samuel Greene encouraged its use and wrote, "The passive voice may be used when we wish to conceal the agent, give prominence to the event, or reconstruct the sentence." 

However, in the twentieth century, the passive voice fell into disfavor. Most twentieth century grammar books instruct students to avoid the passive voice, condemning it as wordy, impersonal, and even deceptive and lazy. The reasons for this attitude change are not clear, but some linguists attribute it to a modern shift towards a more concise, simple style. On the other hand, contemporary grammarians realize the benefits of using the passive voice in certain situations; however, their more moderate approach has not yet permeated many textbooks or computer grammar checks. 

Passives and Cohesion

Passives and Cohesion
In the Lesson 3 exercises, you may have experimented with the passive voice in order to make your sentences more cohesive. Remember passage 1 from Lesson 3, Exercise 3?

The Gateway Arch at the edge of the Mississippi River in St. Louis is the world's tallest monument. Eero Saarinen designed the stainless steel structure that commemorates the Westward Movement.
Revising

Original passage:

The Gateway Arch at the edge of the Mississippi River in St. Louis is the world's tallest monument. Eero Saarinen designed the stainless steel structure that commemorates the Westward Movement.
Here is one student's revision:

The Gateway Arch at the edge of the Mississippi River in St. Louis is the world’s tallest monument. It was designed by Eero Saarinen to commemorate the Westward Movement.
Notice how the student used a passive in sentence 2. The original passage is less cohesive because sentence 2 violates the known-new contract by beginning with new information. The revision uses the passive voice to move known information to the beginning, thus providing a cohesive link between the two sentences. 

Exercise 2: Comparison

See Lesson 5 – Exercise 2.

Agents

Agents 
Agent is a linguistic term that refers to the one who is performing the main action of the sentence . For instance, in the first data example from Exercise 1 (Dave has played that guitar), Dave is the agent because he performed the action (played that guitar). The agent does not have to be a person . In the fourth example (A puppy set off the alarm), a puppy performed the action, so an animal is the agent. In a standard, active voice sentence the noun in subject position is usually the agent; however, when you transform the sentence into passive voice, the agent is no longer the subject of the sentence. 

	A puppy 
	 set off 
	 the alarm 

	subject + 
AGENT 
	verb 
	direct object 


	The alarm 
	 was set off 
	by 
	a puppy 

	subject 
	passive verb 
sequence 
	preposition 
	object of preposition + 
AGENT 


Exercise 3: On Your Own

Lesson 5 – Exercise 3.

Exercise 4: Using the Passive Voice

Lesson 5 – Exercise 4.

Subjects Revisited

Subjects Revisited 
In Lesson 1, we learned that subjects are most often noun phrases: 

	The dog 
	ate the pizza 

	subject & noun phrase 
	predicate & verb phrase 


Alternate Subject Possibilities

Alternate Subject Possibilities
However, you might notice that occasionally other parts of speech, or even phrases and clauses, can serve as the subject:

	What I want
	is not the point right now.

	subject (relative clause)
	predicate (verb phrase)

	
	

	Doing homework 
	has made me tired.

	subject (gerund phrase)
	predicate (verb phrase)

	
	

	
	

	The increased driving of SUVs
	 is blamed for higher smog levels in Los Angeles this year.

	subject (gerund phrase)
	predicate (verb phrase)


For our purposes right now, it's not necessary to go over all the alternate subject possibilities, but you should be aware that alternatives exist. Kolln discusses how these alternate subjects, while grammatical and appropriate at times, can sometimes lead to abstraction and flabbiness in our sentences. She blames the problem on missing or misplaced agents. 

Exercise 5: Eliminating Ineffective Passives

See Lesson 5 – Exercise 5.

Exercise 6: Passives in Context

See Lesson 5 – Exercise 6.

Final Writing Assignment

FINAL WRITING ASSIGNMENT 
Part 1
Choose one paragraph from your Lesson 3 essay. If it is predominately in passive voice, rewrite it in active voice. If it is predominately in active voice, rewrite it in passive voice. Write a 1/2 page analysis discussing how the transformation changes the effect of the paragraph. Is it improved or was it better before? Why? 

Part 2
Using your instructor comments and workshop comments if available, revise your Lesson 3 essay. Follow the steps below:

1. Find your thesis statement and underline it. Does it express your opinion on the topic? Does it indicate the points you will cover? If not, revise it so that it does. 

2. Revise for content. Did you add enough details and specific examples to support your point? Are there areas that are repetitive or don't fit? If so, consider cutting them. 

3. Proofread, focusing on the topics we've studied this session: 

· subject -verb agreement 

· fragments and run-on sentences 

· correct punctuation of complex sentences 

· known-new contract violations 

· cohesion between sentences and paragraphs 

· incorrect pronoun usage 

· overuse of be 
· inconsistent verb tenses 

· ineffective passive voice usage 

Part 3
Write a 1 page letter to your instructor analyzing how you improved your essay. Focus your language usage. How did you revise your prose and what rhetorical effects do your revisions have? What is one area that you want to continue working on in the future?

Copy and paste these three parts into three separate Word documents. Follow the instructions above. Save your documents on your hard drive in a safe place where you will be able to find them again. Then upload your documents here. Post the 3 documents in "Lesson 5 - Exercise 1."
Part 1: 1/2 page analysis, the original paragraph, AND the rewritten paragraph. File name "Lesson5FWAPart1.doc"
Part 2: The revision of FWA 3. File name "Lesson5FWAPart2.doc"
Part 3: 1 page letter to your instructor. File name "Lesson5FWAPart3.doc"

Terminology

Terminology 
Make sure that you can define each of these words . If you are unclear about any of their meanings, please ask your instructor for an explanation. 
Passive voice           Abstraction 

Active voice             Nominalized verbs 

Agent 

Congratulations

Congratulations! 
You have finished Language Rules: From Structure to Style! The rigorous lessons you've completed will give you tools to improve your accuracy and to continue developing your own style! Because of the rhetorical analysis you've done all session, you should be more aware of the effects of your grammatical choices! I hope you've enjoyed writing, so keep it up!

